L —

MEMORANDUM
To: Priests, Deacons
From: Very Reverend Jonathan Wallis, VG Q;k/
Date: February 12, 2024
Subject: Concerning Rev. Anthony Odiong, a priest of the Diocese of Oyo, Nigeria

Please place the following statement in your parish’s weekly bulletin and post it on your social media
account and parish website. Please notify me immediately if you learn that Rev. Odiong is planning
events or contacting parishioners within our Diocese. Additionally, please read the statement during
your regular announcements during Masses this coming weekend of February 17-18, 2024

“The Diocese of Fort Worth has been informed by the Diocese of Austin that Rev. Anthony Odiong,
a priest of the Diocese of Uyo, Nigeria, is believed to be residing within the Diocese of Austin and is
engaging with parishioners and participating in unsanctioned events without permission. Rev.
Odiong has been instructed by the Diocese of Austin not to engage in ministry, visit parishes, or
engage with parishioners within the Diocese of Austin. Rev. Odiong has been recalled by his bishop
in Nigeria but has failed to comply with the directive to return to his home diocese.

Rev. Odiong does not have faculties to engage in ministry in the Diocese of Fort Worth. He does not
have permission to engage with parishioners or participate in events within our Diocese. We ask that
you decline to attend any event at which Rev. Odiong may be present or involved. Please contact
your pastor to advise of such invitations or events within our Diocese.”

Por favor coloque la siguiente declaracion en el boletin semanal de su parroquia y publiquela en su
cuenta de redes sociales y en el sitio web de su parroquia. Por favor, notifigueme de inmediato si se
entera de que el Rev. Odiong esta planeando eventos o comunicandose con feligreses dentro de
nuestra Didcesis. Mas aun, por favor lea la declaracién durante sus anuncios habituales durante las
misas del proximo fin de semana del 17 al 18 de febrero de 2024:

“La Diocesis de Austin ha informado a la Diocesis de Fort Worth que se cree que el Rev. Anthony
Odiong, sacerdote de la Didcesis de Uyo, Nigeria, reside dentro de la Didcesis de Austin y esta
interactuando con los feligreses y participando en eventos no autorizados, sin permiso. La Didcesis
de Austin ha ordenado al Rev. Odiong que no participe en el ministerio, no visite parroquias ni
interactUe con feligreses dentro de la Didcesis de Austin. El obispo de Nigeria ha llamado al Rev.
Odiong, pero no ha cumplido con la directiva de regresar a su didcesis de origen.

El Rev. Odiong no tiene facultades para ejercer el ministerio en la Didcesis de Fort Worth. No tiene
permiso para relacionarse con los feligreses ni participar en eventos dentro de nuestra Didcesis. Le
pedimos que se niegue en asistir a cualquier evento en el que el Rev. Odiong pueda estar presente o
involucrado. Por favor comuniquese con su parroco para informarle sobre dichas invitaciones o
eventos dentro de nuestra Didcesis.”



